
An attorney general is charged with investigating and 
prosecuting state and/or federal crimes. Below, we break 
down it by country 

Sources:
Own elaboration based on: 
Organic Law of the Public Prosecutor's Office, 
1994.  Title II, section II Art 12, Guatemala.
Internal Regulations of the Legislative 
Assembly, 2006, El Salvador.
Constitution of the Republic of El Salvador. 
1983, El Salvador. 
Reform of Article 102, Mexico.
Public Prosecutor's Office Law, 1993 Title III, 
Chapter I, Honduras.
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Mexican citizenship by birth
Over 35 years old
Law degree, obtained more than ten 
years ago 
A clean record (including no 
convictions of negligence crimes) 

Guatemalan citizenship by birth
Over 40 years old
Practiced law for over 10 years

Salvadoran citizenship by birth
Over 35 years old
Professional lawyer 
A clean record 
A Salvadoran citizen for at least the 
past six years 
Authorized to practice law in the past 
eight years

Honduran citizenship by birth
Over 35 years old
Lawyer by profession
10 year-record in the judiciary 
A clean record

The postulation commission prepares a list of 
candidates and sends it to the president, who 
picks the finalist

A commission in the Legislative Assembly  
announces the beginning of the election 
process and will receive nominations for 
candidates
The commission studies the proposals and 
interviews those who meet the requirements
The Legislative Assembly picks the AG by 
majority vote

Congress creates a “proposal board,” which 
then picks a five-candidate shortlist 
Congress selects the AG by majority vote 

Country Time in office  Who picks
candidates? Election process Requirements

México

Guatemala

El Salvador

Honduras

Additional information  
-Postulation Commission (Guatemala): Headed by the president of the Supreme Court, law deans from the 
   country's universities, and leaders of the national bar association. 
- Proposal Board (Honduras): Headed by the president of the Supreme Court, a Supreme Court justice, the 
rector of one of the country's universities, a representative from the national bar association, and the national 
commissioner for human rights.

WHY ATTORNEYS GENERAL
ARE CRITICAL FOR UPHOLDING RULE OF LAW


