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Dennis C. Aguiluz
CRECEN

¢Queé te inspira?

34 CRECEN

NINGUN SER HUMANO ES ILEGAL Una de las mejores experiencias vividas fue en la marcha en contra de la

" NO HUMAN BEING IS ILLEGAL . . . e . .

600 ELLCROPTSTE s HOUSTON T o0 ley antiterrorista, en la cual me identifique al igual que miles de personas de
L & Qv todas las razas y colores, mostramos rechazo a una ley que estaba en contra

de nuestras comunidades. Fui parte del grupo de apoyo para organizar el
evento, pude ver mas a fondo el proceso de un evento de esa magnitud
ademas de poder interactuar de manera mas cercana con la comunidad.

What inspires you?

One of the best experiences I've had in my life was in the march against an
anti-terrorist law, in which | identified as one of thousands of people of all
races and backgrounds. We reject a law that was against our communities.
| was part of the support group that organized the event, and | could see
more in depth the process of an event of this magnitude, in addition to
being able to interact more closely with the community.
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Alejandro Rodriguez
Living Hope Wheelchair Association

¢Queé te inspira?

Aprender que son y como se defienden los derechos humanos, tener
herramientas que me ayuden a pelear por el respeto de nuestra gente

y representar dignamente al grupo al cual yo pertenezco. El aprender a
escuchar, compartir experiencias y solidaridad es parte importante que me
ha dado el ser miembro de la mesa directiva de Living Hope. Hoy en dia
soy chofer del grupo y me dedico a recoger suplementos como pafales,
cubrecamas, sillas de ruedas manuales y eléctricas, camas etc. Asi soy
puente para proveer de accesos para mejor vivir de los miembros de la
comunidad.

Improving the Quality of Living Through Hope

’:" (\ Living que o
’( Wheelchair Association

What inspires you?

To learn about and how human rights are defended, to have tools that help
me fight for the respect of our people, and to represent with dignity the
group to which | belong. Being a board member of Living Hope has given
me the opportunity to learn to listen, share experiences and [a sense of ]
solidarity. Today | am a driver for the group and | pick up resources, like
diapers, covers, manual and electric wheelchairs, beds etc. So | am a bridge
to provide access to a better standard of living for the members of the
community.
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Belén Ceja
Club San Juanico

&\\‘“sﬂﬂj{gﬂlkp ¢Qué te inspira?

(. AN Tener la confianza para asumir el liderazgo en ciertos roles me permitio
aprender a perseverar, no solo en un grupo organizado sino también en mi
vida personal y profesional. Mi deseo personal es que mi comunidad crezca
aqui en Chicago y en mi ciudad natal en Michoacan México a través de la
educacion.

Michoacan

What inspires you?

At a very young age | was surrounded by leaders who continuously
influenced my thoughts and opinions on the decisions | would make for
myself; | was always aware of how those decisions would influence my
community. | have always made sure to take any opportunity to apply my
knowledge and be able to work in a productive team. | have been fortunate
enough to be influenced by leaders in my community.

At the age of 18, |, along with a group of other young adults, was asked
to take on the responsibility of creating a youth group mirroring the
leaders and their agendas in the non-profit | was part of at that time. This
opportunity was growth experience that has influenced much of who |
am today as an advocate and as a person. My personal desire is to see
my community grow here in Chicago as well as my hometown in Mexico
through education.
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Ana Karen Gutierrez
Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee Rights Coalition (TIRRC)

P cQue te inspira?
(o
:~\' % V': El mismo empoderamiento que he recibido es lo que quiero devolver
Nz a mi comunidad. Por lo tanto, espero obtener un conocimiento valioso
— de las estrategias utilizadas al identificar a los lideres de la comunidad,
ImrTnEiNg“:_:‘StEE mantener una agenda productiva pero atractiva para la comunidad y otras
& Refugee ideas y herramientas que se pueden implementar al construir programas
Rights comunitarios més sélidos.

COALITION

What inspires you?

The same empowerment | have received is what | want to give back to my
community. Therefore, | expect to gain valuable knowledge of strategies
used when identifying community leaders, keeping a productive yet
engaging agenda for the community, and other ideas/tools that can be
implemented when building stronger community programs.

| also seek to better understand the key components of organizing and
performing advocacy from a transnational perspective. The Community
Defense Boards are built from scratch and target the uncertainty, fear, and
vulnerability communities face within different counties while turning it into
empowerment. | would like to see a model of Comité De Barrios happening
within the 94 counties in Tennessee. It is a project that will require the
implementation of the above skills and strategies because its mission would
give not only empowerment but a sense of unity and reassurance to the
communities where successfully established.
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Daisy Gonzalez
Colaborativa CHELSEA

¢Queé te inspira?

Jo) CO”QAO’
o % . . . . . )
Q’*‘. ¢« .{s Mi trabajo me brinda esa oportunidad de interactuar con lideres
’ comunitarios. Al ser una mujer inmigrante me identifico con las diferentes
y situaciones que actualmente las familias viven, y eso me lleva a tener un
Empowering People, compromiso mas fuerte y solidaridad por seguir luchando en todas las
Building Our Community causas. Mi interesa es mejorar el alcance a nuestra comunidad, interactuar y

conocer a personas con otras visiones y juntas desarrollar herramientas que
nos ayuden a analizar problemas que enfrentamos dentro y fuera de nuestro
trabajo

What inspires you?

My work gives me an opportunity to interact with community leaders. Being
an immigrant woman, | identify closely with the different situations that
[immigrant] families live in currently, and that leads me to have a stronger
commitment and solidarity to continuing to fight for all causes. My interest is
to improve the reach of our community, interact and meet people with other
visions, and work together to develop tools that help us analyze problems
that we face inside and outside of our work.
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Estrella Sanchez
Comunidad Estrella

¢Queé te inspira?

L]
CommU nldad “Podran atar mis manos y mis pies, pero nunca la brillantez de mi mente
E i' " ni mi corazon, ni el resplandor de mi alma ni mi espiritu que me son armas
sirelid para resistir .. Mi interés es educar, empoderar a la sociedad sobre la

tematica de diversidad sexual y de género usando un lenguaje adecuado
e inclusivo para nuestra comunidad, mis metas a corto y a largo plazo
desarrollar estrategias que visibilicen nuestras habilidades y que vean
nuestras capacidades de liderazgo, mis ideales son defender los derechos
humanos de mi comunidad

What inspires you?

“They can bind my hands and my feet, but never the brilliance of my mind
or my heart, nor the radiance of my soul nor my spirit that are weapons to
resist .." My interest is to educate, empower society on the subject of sexual
and gender diversity using an adequate and inclusive language for our
community. My short- and long-term goals are to develop strategies that
make our skills visible so that others can see our leadership abilities. My
ideals are to defend the human rights of my community
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Katy Gl
Hondurenos Contra el SIDA

HONDURENOS ¢Qué te inspira?

La aspiracion méaxima es que a través del grupo de liderazgo se obtengan la
informacion y los enlaces necesarios que conlleven a generar algiin cambio
CONTRA EL SIDA significativo POSITIVO en las dificiles situaciones que en este momento
histérico Critico se encuentran la mayoria de nuestros paises. Por minudsculo
gue sea, estos cambios sean un camino con aras de continuidad para el
avance y bienestar de los y las ciudadanas de los paises involucrados en

el proceso y mas aun para los ciudadanos viviendo fuera de sus fronteras
patrias.

What inspires you?

The maximum aspiration is that through the leadership group the necessary
information and links are obtained that lead to generate some significant
POSITIVE change in the difficult situations that most of our countries are
facing in this critical historical moment. However small it may be, these
changes are a way to work for the continuity and well-being of the citizens
of the countries involved in the process and even more so for the citizens
living outside their national borders.
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Vanessa Velasco
Central American Resource Center (CARECEN)

¢Queé te inspira?

Puede tener la pasion, la disponibilidad y algunos conocimientos basicos
para ayudar en los esfuerzos de promocién que estan tomando lugar

para mejorar la calidad de vida en nuestras comunidades y en nuestros
paises, pero para tener un impacto - para ensefar, educar, ayudar a
organizar - necesitas humildad. Esimportante ampliar sus propios puntos
de vista sobre el tema con el fin de defender mejor, ensefar y alentar a la
comunidad a ser fuerte cuando la adversidad proviene de todos los angulos.
Estoy empezando mi viaje como un defensor. Reconozco la importancia del
aprendizaje constante y entrenamiento en esta linea de trabajo. Me da gusto
participar en este entrenamiento de liderazgo, porque necesito aprovechar
cada oportunidad que me ayude a crecer y estar preparado tanto como sea

posible.

What inspires you?

You can have the passion, availability and some basic knowledge to help in
the advocacy efforts that are taking places to improve the quality of life in
our communities and in our countries, but in order to make an impact - to
teach, to educate, to help organize - you need humility. It is important to
expand your own views on key issues in order to better advocate, teach
and encourage the community to be strong when adversity comes from
every angle. | am just starting my journey as an advocate. | recognize

the importance of constant learning and training in this line of work. | am
looking forward to participating in this leadership training because | need to
take every opportunity that will help me to grow and be prepared as much
as possible.
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Mario Paredes
Centro Presente

L ;:[73@ ¢Queé te inspira?
E El liderazgo viene en muchas formas y formas. Traté de encontrar la manera de

hacer una contribucion positiva a la sociedad desde dentro de los muros de mi
facultad de derecho. Justo en el momento en que fue elegido el actual presidente,
la facultad estaba decidiendo reducir el tamafo de la Clinica de Derechos de
Inmigrantes y despedir a uno de los profesores de Derecho de Inmigracion en

el campus. Inmediatamente, organicé un grupo de estudiantes para presionar

a la administracion y reunir firmas de estudiantes y ex alumnos, organizamos
reuniones con los administradores para expresar nuestro deseo de no solo
mantener nuestra Clinica de Derechos de los Inmigrantes, sino ampliarla. Espero
gue todos podamos aprender unos de otros y encontrar la forma de mover la
aguja de la justicia en la direccién correcta y aprender mas sobre el trabajo que se
esta llevando a cabo en otras regiones y compartir nuestras ideas, frustraciones y
esperanzas.

What inspires you?

Leadership comes in many shapes and forms. | tried to find a way to make a
positive contribution to society from within the walls of my law school. Right
around the time that Trump was elected, | found out that my school was planning
to downsize the size of the Immigrant Rights Clinic and laying off one of the
Immigration Law professors on campus. After finding out about these plans,

| immediately organized with a group of students to push back against the
administration. We were able to gather signatures from students and alumni and
set up meetings with administrators to express our desire to not only keep our
Immigrants’ Rights Clinic, but to expand it. True leadership is shared leadership
and | hope that we can all learn from each other and find ways to move the justice
needle in the right direction. | expect that | will learn more about the work being
carried on in other localities across the country. | also expect that we will all share
many ideas, frustrations and hopes as we continue to meet and converse.
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Alejandro Cordova
Lila Latinxs LGTBQ Initiative Inc

¢Queé te inspira?

Aprender sobre cémo se llevan a cabo actividades de Latinos en otros
estados y ademas comprender el comportamiento de la comunidad en
diferentes lugares de la Unién Americana. Considero que juntos podemos
_ hacer un pequeno cambo social tanto nacional como transnacional.

© B i 1GBIQH lniciative Cuando llegué a laborar en EI Centro Hispano de Durham NC encontré

un pequeno grupo de personas Gay que se reunian para conversar sobre
prevencion de enfermedades sexuales. Comencé a disefar la idea de crear
un programa que albergara los diferentes grupos que representan lo que
es LGBTQ. En la actualidad Lila Latinx LGBTQ Iniciativa Inc. es uno de mis
nuevos proyectos en el que trabajo.

What inspires you?

To learn about how Latino activities are carried out in other states and

also understand the community in different parts of the American Union.

| believe that together we can make a small social change both nationally
and transnationally. When | came to work at El Centro Hispano in Durham
NC, | found a small group of gay people who met to talk about prevention
of sexual diseases. | started designing the idea of creating a program that
would house the different groups that represent the LGBTQ community. Lila
Latinx LGBTQ Initiative Inc. is one of my new projects in which | currently
work,
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Guadalupe de la Cruz
We Count

A«""A ¢Que te inspira?
: Aprendi de mi amigo cuanto esfuerzo se necesita para organizar un

oy DNy ey evento asi'y cémo mi comunidad puede unirse para mostrarles a todos
wecoun'ﬂ los participantes su apoyo y hablar palabras de aliento. Debido a que me
mostraron el apoyo de otros lideres, pude reconocer que tenia el potencial
de enfrentarme a una cdmara por mi cuenta, lo cual hice mas tarde. Me
dieron las herramientas necesarias para convertirme en el lider que soy hoy.
Participar y poder trabajar con personas que estan haciendo un trabajo
similar en diferentes partes de la nacién me permitiria aprender cémo su
trabajo ha beneficiado a sus comunidades y ayudar a desarrollar un plan
de accion que podria ayudar a desarrollar nuevas ideas. formas de trabajo y
liderazgo en mi comunidad

What inspires you?

| learned from my friend just how much effort it takes to organize an event
and how my community can come together, even through pain, to show all
the participants support and speak words of encouragement. Because |
was shown support from other leaders, | was able to recognize that | had the
potential to face a camera on my own, which | later on did. | was given the
tools needed to become the leader | am today. Participating in this series

of workshops and being able to work with individuals who are doing similar
work in different parts of the nation will allow me to learn how their work has
benefited their communities and help develop a plan of action that could
help develop new ideas, ways of work, and leadership in my community
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Elsa Lopez
Club Nueva Vision de Cheranastico

LD cQué te inspira?

Estaba decidida a ayudar a las escuelas de mi comunidad en Cheranastico [Michoacan,
ol %, I\/Iéxlico] durante muchos anos supe que en aIgIL'in momento queria hacer eso. Siempre

Cional piyrhe Jimpanhe EratS® he sido fan de una buena educacién para los nifios. Finalmente llegé el momento en que
decidi que ya era hora y comencé a recolectar Utiles escolares, mucho comprado por
mi misma cuando hubo ventas durante la temporada de regreso a la escuela. Pasaron
unos meses y llegd el momento de llevar todos los Utiles escolares recaudados a las
escuelas que lo necesitaban. Decidi buscar una organizacion que pudiera ayudarme
con el proceso para entregar todos los Utiles escolares y libros que habia reunido con la
ayuda de algunos de los miembros de mi familia. Me quedé atrapada y me dijeron que
a menos que registrara un club con al menos 10 miembros y dentro de esos miembros
creara la junta directiva, probablemente no podrian ayudarme. Decidi que eso no me
impedia llevar los Utiles escolares, asi que comencé a pedirle a las personas que eran
cercanos a mi que se unieran conmigo para una buena causa. Entonces, el club se
registré, formamos la junta directiva y comenzamos a planear las préximas acciones a
tomar. Desde entonces, hemos logrado muchos pequefos pasos para ayudar a nuestra
comunidad

What inspires you?

For many years, | wanted to help schools in my community in Cheranastico [Michoacan,
México]. | started to collect school supplies; | bought many myself in back-to-school
sales. When it was time to bring all the supplies to a school, | decided to look for an
organization that could help me with the process. | got stuck. | was told me that unless |
registered a club with at least 10 members and within those members created the board
of directors, they probably could not help me. | decided that would not stop me from
making this donation, so | started asking people close to me to join me for a good cause.
So, the club was registered, we created a board of directors and we started planning our
next activities. Since then, we have made many small steps to help our community.

www.alianzaamericas.org




REALIANZA
AMERICAS

info@alianzaamericas.org
877.683.2908

INSTITUTO DE LIDERAZGO

Vanessa Romero
ASOSAL

OOty ¢Qué te inspira?

A través del liderazgo, la grandeza puede venir si no se muestra. Ser un lider
no es una tarea facil, pero con el conocimiento, el coraje y la capacidad de
ampliar su aprendizaje, uno se convertira en un lider exitoso. Ese es uno de
los objetivos que necesito para convertirme en un lider exitoso.

Espero aprender muchas estrategias y entrenarme para representar a
ASOSAL en la forma en que Teresa Tejada ha guiado a la organizacién con
éxito y orgullo. Me imagino a mi mismo como un lider justo como Martin
Luther King Jr, Susan B. Anthony y muchos otros lucharon por lo que es
correcto y por lo que es mejor para las comunidades inmigrantes, de bajos
ingresos y multirraciales dentro del Estados Unidos.

What inspires you?

Through leadership, greatness can come if shown not told. Being a leader

is not an easy task but with the knowledge, courage and capacity of
expanding their learning, one will become a successful leader. That is one of
the objectives | need to become a successful leader.

| expect to learn many strategies and train hard to represent ASOSAL in the
way that Teresa Tejada has guided the organization with success and full
pride. | can picture myself being a just leader like how Martin Luther King
Jr, Susan B. Anthony and many others were to fight for what is right and for
what is best for the immigrant, low-income, and multi-racial communities
within the United States.
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